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ĩSophia Antipolis is a district located 
near the city of Antibes,in the Alpes-
Maritimes department in France. It is 
boarded by the cities of Cannes in the 
coastline and the city of Grasse in the 
countryside.

ĩSophia Antipolis is a technopole , 
which is like the SiliconValley, a high-tech 
area, where companies and builders 
can install themselves and benefit with 
reduced taxations on rent and 
transportation. It is the first technopole in 
Europe, built in the late 1980s and 1990s.

Presentation of the territory



Presentation of the territory

ĩ It featured in 2019 over 2 500 companies, 

which represents 38 000 jobs over64 
different nationalities.

There was 9 100 inhabitants over2 400 

hectares over the cities of Antibes, Biot,
Valbonne and Vallauris.

ĩSophia Antipolis was founded 

in 1969 and was progressivelybuilt 
until nowadays.



Socio-demographic analysis

ĩSophia Antipolis is at the 
end of the Pre-Alpes d'Azur 
Natural park in a small valley 
near the mediterranean coast.

ĩSophia Antipolis 
is part of the city 
constellation that 
composes the 
cities around Nice.



Population density

Strong link between 
Population density and relief

ĩMajor urban centers only located on the coastline
in 2 belts: Mandelieu-la-Napoule to Nice and Monaco to Menton

ĩ Some towns in the middle-country like Grasse or Vence

ĩ A rural and sparsely populated hinterland



Demand for mobility - Household travel survey

In 2009 in the Alpes Maritimes...

ĩDeclining  mobility  between 1998 and 2009 (-13%)

ĩ Increase  in the modal share of public transport (+17%)

ĩMore trips  in urban  areas  than in less dense territories

> "Tram effect" in Nice encourages short trips

ĩCar use much higher in the hinterland

7,4 km

37 min

per public

transport trip

ĩResidents who say they regularly
use public transport :

ĩGreater use of public transport
in the east than in the west in the 
coastal conurbation communities

10 % in Nice Côte d'Azur, 6 % in 
Sophia Antipolis

ĩ "Less systematic 
use of the car"ĩ

ĩ A decline in short trips
in favour of longer ones

EMD 2009,



Demand for mobility - Commuter flow analysis

How does the population move 
between Sophia Antipolis and 

other cities in the area?

ĩMethodology of our study focused on 

demand for mobility among Sophia 
Antipolis residents and visitors.
Last household travel survey in the Department 
a bit outdated (2009) to understand new 
mobility dynamics in fast -developing areas like 
Sophia Antipolis.

> INSEE 2020 census: Newer data about 
commuter flow from each municipality . 

ĩ A grouping of municipalities to help 

understanding mobilities between 
territories.
Without considering administrative conurbations, 
we classified and grouped municipalities 
according to urbanization, population density or 
transport. 

> Alpes Maritimes divided in 8 entities, to map the demand of mobility

toward and from 3 hubs : Cannes, Grasse and Sophia Antipolis



Commuter flow analysis - Cannes

Observation

ĩMain hubs from Cannes

Inside Cannes : 65,9 %
of commuters

Sophia Antipolis : 12,2 %
of commuters

Nice : 5,3 %
of commuters

Grasse : 5,1 %
of commuters

Le Cannet : 4,5 %
of commuters



Commuter flow analysis - Cannes

Observation

ĩMain hubs toward Cannes

Inside Cannes : 42,9 %
of commuters

Le Cannet : 13,3 %
of commuters

Sophia Antipolis : 11,7 %
of commuters

Grasse : 10,0 %
of commuters

Var department (83) : 4,6 %
of commuters



Commuter flow analysis - Grasse

Observation

ĩMain hubs from Grasse

Inside Grasse : 48,7 %
of commuters

Sophia Antipolis : 17,5 %
of commuters

Cannes : 11,2 %
of commuters

Nice : 6,1 %
of commuters

Grasse - South : 4,5 %
of commuters (Auribeau-s/-Siagne, Mouans-

Sartoux, Pégomas)



Commuter flow analysis - Cannes

Observation

ĩMain hubs toward Grasse

Inside Grasse : 50,8 %
of commuters

Cannes : 9,6 %
of commuters

Grasse - West : 9,0 %
of commuters (Cabris, Le Tignet, Peymeinade, 

St-Cézaire-s/-Siagne, Spéracèdes)

Sophia Antipolis : 6,5 %
of commuters

Grasse - South : 6,4 %
of commuters (Auribeau-s/-Siagne, Mouans-

Sartoux, Pégomas)



Commuter flow analysis - Sophia Antipolis

Observation

ĩMain hubs from Sophia 
Antipolis (Antibes, Biot, Valbonne, Vallauris)

Antibes : 36,6 %
of commuters

Nice : 13,6 %
of commuters

Valbonne : 12,3 %
of commuters

Cannes : 9,3 %
of commuters

Biot : 8,4 %
of commuters



Commuter flow analysis - Sophia Antipolis

Observation

ĩMain hubs toward Sophia 
Antipolis (Antibes, Biot, Valbonne, Vallauris)

Antibes : 31,1 %
of commuters

Nice : 13,6 %
of commuters

Valbonne : 10,3 %
of commuters

Cannes : 10,1 %
of commuters

Grasse : 9,9 %
of commuters

Sophia Antipolis is a 
magnet for flows from all 
directions in the area, even 
for the metropolis of Nice.



Transport supply around Sophia Antipolis

Transport supply

ĩ Inter -city transport : regional 

network Zou !

> Express lines between hubs
The bigger the orange diamond is, the 
greater the service is.

> Proxi lines between territories
and hubs

The bluer the zone is, the greater the 
service and bus stop density are.

> Train lines

ĩUrban transport : local network

in the urban community 
Sophia Antipolis

> 2 ñBus-Tramò (future BRT) 
between the of Sophia A.
and Antibes - Free since 2023

> 23 urban lines and 67 School lines

> On-demand transport



Motorisation analysis

A lower level of motorization in the department 
than the national average é

é masking major disparities at local level

between urbanized coastline and rural hinterland.

Motorisation rate: 85 %
in France

77 %
in the Alpes Maritimes


